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Friends with Benefits
Technology is a crucial aspect of human life. The advancement in technology has impacted various aspects of life, including entertainment. Through technological progress, various producers have developed series of films that portray varied messages to the audience. Friend with Benefits is one of the romantic comedy films whose production is attributed to sophisticated technology. This film was produced in 2011. Alongside Will Gluck as the director, this film consists of Jamie Rellis and Dylan Harper as the starring characters (Fmovies, 2011). Other characters with supporting roles in this film include Lorna, Annie, Parker, Mr. Harper, Tommy, Sam, Quincy, Self, and Darin. The plot of this film is mainly based on the interactions between Dylan and Jamie. Jamie's job description is a head-hunter in New York City, while Dylan is an art director who works in Los Angeles. Jamie believes that Dylan is a potential employee for his organization. Jamie hopes to recruit Dylan for the upcoming interview with the magazine. Dylan went ahead and accepted the offer after being convinced by Jamie though this was not his initial point of interest (Fmovies, 2011). These two individuals became a friend after series of socialization. Friends with Benefits is one of the best films that explores the issues of love. This paper will analyze various love styles that these starring characters are using in their relationship, specific communication behaviors that prove the prevalence of such love styles in this relationship, how different love styles can be blended, and how the love styles have changed over time for these characters.
Love can be explained as a powerful and multifaceted force that displays itself in specific ways. Love can be portrayed in a social, cognitive, physical, and emotional manner. Love enables a person to develop feelings of emotional arousal based on the proximity of both parties. Also, those in love will always develop specific thoughts each time. These thoughts can be based on their previous experiences or future projections that might shape their relationship. Love is a concept that is applicable in a variety of contexts. For instance, love can define the nature of the relationship between a person and the family, partner, friends, career, or even the supernatural being, God. Therefore, the dimension of love depends on a given context. Friends with Benefits can be analyzed based on different love styles. These styles of love were mainly developed by the Greeks in ancient times. Some of these love styles that are evident in this film include eros, storge, and ludus. 
Eros is a love style that is characterized by the essence of romance. This love style embraces the aspect of physical beauty. This means that the partners involved are focusing on emotions and physical beauty (Jonason, Lowder, & Zeigler-Hill, 2020). This style of love implies that the partners will develop an immediate and intense attraction. These lovers will also have the urgency of developing love emotionally and physically. Based on this film, both Jamie and Dylan express eros love style to each other. The film reveals that these characters are sexually attracted to each other. For instance, they develop sexual love and intense feelings of arousal when they are together. Both Jamie and Dylan seem to be physically attracted to one another from the start when they met at the airport. After spotting Jamie, Dylan takes some time and looks at her keenly (Fmovies, 2011). They both start an interesting conversation. It is ironic that these characters believe in sex without an emotional connection. For instance, Jamie argues that she is damaged emotionally, while Dylan says that he is not available emotionally. These individuals are physically attracted to each other because they agree to have sex without emotions. Jamie and Dylan became sexually charged after watching a romantic comedy and also after having a discussion on sex and relationships. Jamie also says that she does not need to be insecure about his body when they are having sex with Dylan. The film also reveals that these two characters had sex for the first time because they had the need for a physical connection. Another communication behavior was indicated by the way these individuals began to develop emotional feelings towards each other. These two characters started to get emotionally charged when traveling to California to meet Dylan’s family (Fmovies, 2011). In this adventure, Dylan and Jamie started kissing one another. Indeed, this kiss was so passionate and intimate. It was evident that they started to develop emotional feelings, unlike before when they believed in pure friendship and sex without emotions. All these behaviors communicate a lot about the eros style of love. 
Another love style that is evident in Friends with Benefits is storge. Storgic style of relationship is that in which the partners display a sense of commitment and stability. In this relationship, the partners also prefer psychological closeness, trust, and companionship (Durdiaková et al., 2017). In most cases, love relationships usually emerge from friendships. The storgic style of love is an enduring phenomenon. In storge love style, the partners are likely to progress from normal friendship to more emotional and stable companionship. Dylan and Jamie express a storge style of love because their love emanates from a natural and simple friendship that was merely promoted by work life. In the beginning, Dylan and Jamie became friends after being united by work. They started to have normal sex without attachment but later found themselves being emotionally connected (Fmovies, 2011). The film proves that Jamie has started to feel Dylan because she gets hurt after hearing their conversation with Annie. In that conversation, Dylan tells Annie that he does not have actual feelings for Jamie. Jamie could have kept calm after hearing this conversation if at all she had no feelings for Dylan. Another communication behavior that proves that these individuals embrace the storge style is based on Dylan’s effort to reconcile with Jamie. After hearing the conversation between Dylan and Annie, Jamie gets hurt and then flies alone to New York. Dylan also makes an effort and flies to New York in an attempt to reconcile their friendship. All these reveal that these characters begin to have a strong relationship, and they also display a commitment to each other. No one is ready to leave the other.
The last love style in this film is ludus. Ludic is a love style that shows love as a type of a game in which participant tries to win. In such a relationship, either one partner attempts to manipulate or deceive the other to achieve a certain goal. In this film, Dylan tends to be more manipulative as a way of winning Jamie. After series of arguments, Dylan plans to persuade Jamie through her mother. Dylan calls Jamie’s mom and sets up a false excuse in order to get Jamie back (Fmovies, 2011). He deceives Jamie that she needs to meet her mom and pick her at Grand Central Station. In real sense, this is a setup for them to meet and rekindle their love.
Similarly, this film shows how different love styles can be blended in varied contexts. It is clear that the film integrates various love styles such as ludus, eros, and storge. Dylan and Jamie managed to express a mixture of these love styles in the respective situation. It implies that love styles are ley in a given relationship. These styles can either lead to growth or collapse in a relationship. 
Furthermore, love styles have changed over time for these characters. It is evident that Dylan and Jamie have witnessed certain changes in their love style. These individuals began their relationship just as mere friends rather than lovers. As time elapsed, they started to develop feelings for each other hence becoming more romantic partners (Fmovies, 2011). Their latest love style was more erotic since it is like a love fairytale. After series of struggles and adventures, Dylan and Jamie reunited. They are now in terms of their feelings and emotions. 
In summary, Friends with Benefits is a film that revolves around various styles of love. Some of the love styles in this film include eros, ludus, and storge. Dylan and Jamie incorporated these love styles in their daily endeavors as a way of coming to terms with each other. The above findings are applicable in normal relationships. Anyone can decide on what type of love style to apply. Indeed, this film is relevant for couples or those who intend to start dating. 
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